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The HISTORY 6 V 

Damon ax» pythi as» 

O R, 

True Friendfliip tried" and rewarded. 


P LEASURE, is, itfel'f, an effeft, and 
cannot be the caufe, or principle, or 
motive to any thing ; it is an agreeable fen- 
fation that arifes in any animal, on its meet- 
ing or contemplating an object that is fuited 
to its nature. As far as the nature of fuch 
an animal is evil, evil objefts can alone afFeft 
it with pleafure ; as far .as* tlie nature of fuch 
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an animal is good, the objefts muft be 
whereby its pleafures are excited. 

’ When Damon was fentenced bv 
of Svracufe, to die on fuch a day, he prayed 
permiffion, in the interim, to retire to his own 
country, to fet the affairs of his difconfolate 
family in order. This the tvrant intended 
moft peremptorily to refufe, by granting it, 
as he conceived, on the impoffible conaitions, 
of his procuring fome one to remain,. as hoi- 
t&cr e for his return, under equal forfeiture of 
life. Pythias heard the conditions, and did 
not wait for an application on the part of 
Damon ; he inflantly offered himfelf to du- 
rance in the place ot his friend, and Damon 
was accordingly fet at liberty. 

The King and all his courtiers wefe afio- 
nifhed at this aftion, as they could not ac- 
count for it on any allowed principles. Seff- 
interefl, in their judgment, was the lole 
mover of human affairs : and they looked on 
virtue, friendfhip, benevolence; love of coun- 
try, and the like, as terms invented by the 
wife to impofe upon the weak. They there- 
fore imputed this aft of Pythian to the extra- 
vagance of his folly, to the defeft of head, 
merely, and no way to any virtue, or good 
quality of heart. 

When the day of his deftined execution 
drew near, the tyrant had the curiofity to virit 
Pythias in his^dungeon. Having reproached 
F- 3 him 



